ABSTRACT: The new species Xylocopa (Neoxylocopa) atamisquensis is described and illustrated from adult female and male specimens. We designate Predio Isla Verde (28º38'54"S, 64º04'58"W; 120 m), Department Atamisqui in south-central Santiago del Estero province, Argentina, as the type locality. The closest species are X. (N.) mendozana and X. (N.) ordinaria.
palladium. Type specimens are deposited in the entomological collection of the Museo de La Plata, Argentina (MLP).
SYSTEMATIC ENTOMOLOGY Xylocopa (Neoxylocopa) atamisquensis, new species
(Figs. 1-3) Diagnosis. Female. Pubescence and integument black, wings dark brown with a changeable violet-green iridescence, narrow vertex, scutellum gently rounded in lateral view, and apex of basitibial plate asymmetrically bifid. Male. Pubescence yellowish, integument yellow brown, wings light brownish, tegula translucent, metasomal terga with hairs shorter on T2-3, 2-3 times longer on T4, ventral face of the hind tibia with hairs restricted to medial and basal portions. This species is closely related to X. mendozana Enderlein and X. ordinaria Smith. The female resembles those species by the dark color and general appearance, but it is smaller and the vertex is narrower. X. atamisquensis sp. nov. is easily separated from X. mendozana, because the latter has the median tubercle of the labrum well developed and the medial pubescence on T2 is much shorter than that on T3; X. atamisquensis is separated from X. ordinaria by the larger posterior apical lobe of the basitibial plate and the rounded scutellum. Coloration. Integument black, underside of flagellum reddish brown; wings dark brown with changeable violet-green iridescence, veins dark brown; tegula black.
Pubescence. Black, except inner side of fore tarsi and pygidial fimbria with ferruginous short hairs. Generally long, abundant, face with intermixed simple and plumose hairs; mesosoma with abundant plumose hairs except discal area of scutum hairless; apical margins of metasomal sterna with long and abundant hairs, terga with longer lateral hairs, T1 with plumose hairs, medial pubescence on T2-3 simple and short, 2-3 times longer on T4-5.
Sculpture: Clypeus with strong, regularly distributed punctures, with impunctate longitudinal area and apical margin. Frons and paraocular area with punctures closer than on clypeus and vertex; medial longitudinal area of vertex smooth, weakly defined; gena densely and irregularly punctate. Scutum and scutellum densely punctate, dorsal central area smooth. Metasomal terga more or less uniformly punctured, on medial area of T2-3 more sparsely punctured than on remaining terga.
Structure: Head broader than long (proportion 1.14: 1); inner orbits weakly incurved, scarcely converging above (proportion 0.97: 1). Vertex narrow, distance ocelloccipital (median ocellus) 3.9 times ocellar diameter (median ocellus). Lateral ocellus located below supraorbital line. Interocellar distance shorter than ocellocular distance (0.85: 0.95 mm) and than ocelloccipital distance (0.85: 1.30 mm). Proportion of ocellocular to alveolocellar distance (to lateral ocellus): 0.95: (Fig. 1 F) . Metasoma, 8.80mm wide, pygidial plate triangular with rounded apex and with pair of subapical lateral spines; medial, longitudinal carina of of the sterna elevated on S3-6.
Male. Length, 21.5 mm-24 mm (Fig. 1, B, D) Coloration. Integument yellow brown, except for dark-brown coxae, middle and hind femora and apical bands on T1-5; wings light brownish, veins brown; tegula translucent. Pubescence. Yellowish (varying from ferruginous to very pale or whitish yellows), generally long and abundant. Metasomal terga with hairs shorter on T2-3, 2-3 times longer on T4. Ventral face of the hind tibia with hairs restricted to medial and basal portions.
Sculpture: Clypeus with strong, regularly distributed punctures, with impunctate median longitudinal area and apical margin. Face, vertex and gena with punctures closer than on clypeus. Scutum and scutellum densely punctate, except on dorsal central area of scutum. Metasomal terga homogeneously punctate.
Structure: Head broader than long (proportion 1.35: 1), inner orbits weakly incurved, converging above (proportion 0.93: 1). Vertex narrow, distance ocelloccipital (medial ocellus) 1.5 times diameter of medial ocellus. Lateral ocellus located just below supraorbital line. Interocellar distance longer than ocellocular distance (0.60:0.50 mm) and than ocelloccipital distance (0.60:0.53 mm). Proportion of ocellocular to alveolocellar distance (to lateral ocellus) 0.9: 1. Clypeo- Genitalia. (Fig. 2 A-D) . Genital capsule longer than wide; in dorsal view: gonobase reduced; gonocoxite strongly developed, broad at base, narrower toward apex, with conspicuous medial depression; basal inner margin straight; gonostylus curved inwards, with sparse hairs, apex simple; penis valve arcuate, exceeding gonostylus length, incurved at apex, with narrow, well developed basal projection (lateral carina); spatha reduced, transversly elongate; gonocoxite in ventral view with large ventroapical plate, medial apical lobe reduced.
Etymology. The specific epithet refers to the department of the type locality "Departamento Atamisqui." This region is located in NW Argentina, in the south central Santiago del Estero province.
Distribution. (Fig. 3) Figure 3 . Xylocopa atamisquensis, n. sp., geographic distribution.
